CHAPTER IV.
BRAEMANS, CASTE, AND THE DHARM
SEASTRAS.
THE Aryans probably had no systematic arrange-
ment of classes before they arrived in India. It
would appear that they were divided into tribes, each
of which had its selected chieftain who controlled
the tribal affairs of all kinds, while the head of each
family group acted as captain and priest within
the tribe.
'When they abandoned their nomadic life and
9 settled in the Punjab many took to agriculture;
some engaged in trade and handicrafts; others
practised military exercises and acted as warriors
for the protection of the settlements against assault,
or for waging war to acquire fresh territory. To
supply the want of menials they made slaves of
the prisoners whom they took from among the,
aboriginals.
After a time, the more intellectual Aryans
began to constitute themselves the religious teachers
and political guides of the people, becoming known
as Brahmans or ' divine ones/ They :amed
stringent rules to ensure their position and before
long, owing to their superior knowledge and intelli-
gence, gained enormous influence over all others
and monopolized the spiritual authority.